THE LORD OF THE SACRIFICE

not his, and she offers them at every moment as a
sacrifice to the Divine of whose purpose in her she
makes all this the coven instrumentation. Because
of this ignorance whose seal is egoism, the creature
ignores the law of sacrifice and seeks to take all he can
lor himself and gives only what Nature by her internal
and external compulsion forces him to give. He can
really take nothing except what she allows him to
receive as his portion, what the divine Powers within
her yield to his desire. The egoistic soul in a world
of sacrifice is as if a thief or robber who takes what
these Powers bring to him and has no mind to give in
return. He misses the true meaning of life and, since
he does not use life and works for the enlargement and
elevation of his being through sacrifice, he lives in vain.

Only when the individual being begins to per-
ceive and acknowledge in his acts the value of the self
in others as well as the power and needs of his own
ego, begins to perceive universal Nature behind his
own workings and through the cosmic godheads gets
some glimpse of the One and the Infinite, is he on his
way to the transcendence of his limitation by the ego
and the discovery of his soul. He begins to discover
a law other than that of his desires, to which his desires
must be more and more subordinated and subjected;

he develops the purely egoistic into the understanding
and ethical being. He begins to give more value to
the claims of the self in others and less to the claims
of his ego; he admits the strife between egoism and
altruism and by the increase of his altruistic tendencies
he prepares the enlargement of his own consciousness
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